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Cognos Overview 
 
Cognos is software that can access information from one or multiple data sources, such as Excel, Access, SQL, etc, and makes data 
available for reporting, multidimensional analysis, ad hoc querying, dash boarding, etc.  This type of software is known as Business 
Intelligence (BI); there are many different software packages that offer these capabilities. IBM recently purchased Cognos and their 
webpage is www.ibm.com/cognos  Note: Cognos is not an acronym.    
 
USOE currently offers access to Cognos for two purposes:  

1. A lookup tool for CRT, UALPA, and UBSCT                                      (User Id = _____________ Password = _____________) 

2. An analysis tool for CRT, DWA, Iowa, UBSCT, and Enrollment data (User Id = _____________ Password = _____________) 
 
 
To access USOE Cognos, you may use Internet Explorer or Firefox. Go to the Testing Directors webpage 
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/district_administrators.aspx and click on Cognos. You will be prompted for a User Id and 
Password which I will tell you and you can write in the spaces above. 
 
 
1. The lookup tool for CRT, UALPA, and UBSCT results looks like this: 

 
 
This lookup tool requires entry of the student SSID. This lookup tool is very handy for finding test results for students who have 
transferred to your school without a complete cumulative file. 
 
 

http://www.ibm.com/cognos
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/district_administrators.aspx
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2. The analysis tool for CRT, DWA, Iowa, UBSCT, and Enrollment data looks like this: 
 

 
 
Take a look at the major categories of reports available on this screen (or data dashboard). Not only are there different types of data 
(CRT, DWA, Iowa, UBSCT, and Enrollment), there are “cubes” and there are “reports”; these are indicated by their names and by 
different icons. 
 
Cubes allow for ad hoc analysis of a pre-defined data set. It takes practice to manipulate the available data elements. A mini-manual 
on cubes is available on my webpage: http://www.ames-slc.org/Faculty/Raybould.htm and click on “Cognos”. 
 
The remainder of this overview will examine some of the CRT “reports” available. Each of these reports first shows state wide 
numbers. Then you can drill down through Agency type (Districts or Charter Schools), and specific school.  
 
Disclaimer: Although the Cognos cubes and reports adhere to most of U-PASS business rules, there is a level of complexity that is 
not attained. Therefore the numbers from these reports may not be exactly the same as the official U-PASS school report cards.

http://www.ames-slc.org/Faculty/Raybould.htm


Rebecca Raybould                            2/7/10 (draft)     Page 3  

Here is a thumbnail example of the three CRT reports (all shown at the state wide level): 
 
1. CRT by Percentage and Number Proficient 
 

 
 
2. CRT Longitudinal Report 
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3. CRT Main Report 
 

 

 


