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week-long camping trips, and regularly go climbing as part of their collaborative curricula.

With the ever-growing disparity between today’s
youth and nature, according to a recent report
from the Kaiser Family Foundation, eight-to-18year-olds are now spending more than 53 hours
a week with their faces bathed in the harsh-blue
light of a screen. This excludes technologies
now ubiquitous in most schools, and Mike thinks
this sort of approach is extremely important, not
only to get kids to reconnect with nature, but to
learn something vital for future success, regardBut these fortunate kids are students at Realms less of the path they choose.
of Inquiry (Realms for short), and are being led
by their English and math teacher, Mike Kaser- When I ask him what this is, his reply is almost
automatic: “Intelligent risk taking.” Any climber is
man.
likely to tell you that climbing, the very essence
Realms employs a modality far removed from
of it at least, is far more than mere sport or recthat of public schools: that is, they teach their
reation. It is pure endeavor, in every sense of
students to assume responsibility for their own
the word. Mentally and physically, climbing
learning, for themselves, and at their own pace, takes every measure from you, but in the end it
by providing a hands-on environment that con- gives back, and the rewards are countless.
nects the classroom with the panoramic world
“The first time I got up a technical peak,” Mike
beyond. One way this is achieved is through
says, “suddenly, there was the infinite world of
climbing.
the mountains. I never felt so big and so small at
Mike has spent his entire life outdoors. He start- the same time.” His success, in part, was due to
ed climbing 30 years ago under the tutelage of learning how to appropriately assess risk. It’s a
Yosemite climbing pioneer, Chuck Pratt. Aside lesson he’s been able to carry with him everyfrom being a local Utah climber and professional where, whether in the mountains or not.
climbing guide, Mike has been a teacher at an
But intelligent risk taking also means knowing
array of schools over the years. But when he
had the chance to join the team at Realms, the how to cope with failure. This is something else
that Realms, and Mike, strive to teach—that faildecision was no decision at all. The school’s
ure is a good thing—that it builds confidence.
philosophy aligned perfectly with his own.
Their approach is an experiential one. Realms’ As I talk to each of the students separately, they
students go on international trips, experiencing all echo this sentiment.
It is 12:30 in the afternoon on a Monday and I’m
waiting at the base of a popular climbing crag up
Big Cottonwood Canyon known as The Scurves. For autumn, it’s unseasonably warm.
The sky’s a deep shade of blue, and there isn’t
a cloud in sight. I see a group of kids, and I can’t
help but think about when I was their age. I
would have been stuck between the plasterwhite walls of a classroom.

different cultures and customs. They also go on

“Of course there is the fun part,” 15-year-old

student, Ein, says, “but for me, I have realized
that it [climbing] helps build my confidence… it
feels like an accomplishment to me.”
I pull sixth-grader, Calypso, aside after she fails
to get past a certain section of rock and ask her
what climbing has taught her thus far. She answers while smiling. “I’ve been climbing for less
than a year, but what I’ve learned is that if you
make mistakes and learn from them, then you
will do even better next time.”
And Jayden, 15, who has the most climbing experience of the group, says, “Climbing, more
than anything, has taught me responsibility. You
have to remember to bring the right gear, and
take care of it, but more importantly,” he pauses
seriously, “If someone falls, and you don’t catch
them, you have to be responsible for that. You
have to accept that something like that was your
fault. When you are responsible, you can’t make
excuses. You have to be accountable for your
actions.”
Mike later tells me that Realms is good at teaching personal accountability, failure, and how to
learn from it, not only in the outdoors, whether
it’s climbing or hiking, but in the classroom as
thing well. If they don’t figure out the conclusion
well.
on their own, you’ve done it wrong,” he says.
“Failure is part of the process of doing some-

WIDA ACCESS for ELLs
ACCESS for ELLs® is an English language proficiency assessment given annually to
students in kindergarten through grade twelve
who have been identified as English language
learners (ELLs). The results of this test are used
to monitor student progress in acquiring English
for the academic environment, to plan support for
continuing English language development, and to
satisfy legal requirements for assessment and
accountability.
AMES has adopted the eight keys to success in
which teachers and staff rely on these keys when
talking to students with the purpose of implementing them on each of our students life.
I chose failure leads to success to discussed
with our ELLs, after a conversation we had in
class I came to learn that most of the ELL students enable themselves from trying something
new because the fear of failing is greater than
their desire for a new adventure.
Parents help us show our students that it’s okay
to fail as long as they try again. There are valuable lessons that our students can learn from this
but only if they try. Let’s work together to help
our students succeed but more importantly to
learn not give up when they fail. Let’s teach them
to get up, brush it off, take notes, learn from the
mistakes made and try again.
We’re preparing students to learn how to live in a
world full of failures; preparing them to be determine and dedicated to their, work, career, goals
and life choices. Failure is inevitable, but a good
attitude and a constant determination can overcome every obstacle that the world might throw
at us.
-Adasa Jorgenson

My goal as the English Language Leaners
coordinator is to help our students develop effective communication skills, critical thinking skills
and for them to be able to apply their knowledge
in and outside of school.
-Adasa Jorgenson

Upcoming Events
Feb. 14 and 15 Parent teacher conference.
Feb. 17 No school!!!!
Feb. 20 Washington and Lincoln day (No
School)
Feb. 22 MEChA Conference
March 11 W-APT window closed.
March 23 End of the term (No school)
March 24 - 31 No school (Spring Recess)

Math & Science Tutoring
Where: AMES High School (Math pod)
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays
Time: 3:45pm to 5:30pm

ELL Program Information
If you have any questions about the ELL
program feel free to contact:
Brett T. Wilson (Principal) at
(801) 278-9460 ext. 100
bwilson@ames-slc.org
Or
Adasa Jorgenson (ELL Coordinator)
(801) 278-9460 ext. 103
ajorgenson@ames-slc.org

